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Fisheries Ministers approve 3 resolutions at 11th Special 
Meeting of the CRFM Ministerial Council 

 

Ministers issue resolutions on new Strategic Plan and Resource Mobilization Strategy for the CRFM, as 

well as White Paper on Model Legislation for Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures for CARICOM 

Fisheries 

Belize City, Tuesday, 5 October 2021 (CRFM)—The Ministerial Council of the Caribbean Regional Fisheries 

Mechanism (CRFM) held its Eleventh Special Meeting on Monday, 4 October 2021, and approved three 

resolutions which together chart a strategic and robust direction for the region’s fisheries and aquaculture 

sector. The vision, which looks ahead to the year 2030, is for the effective management, conservation and 

sustainable use of fisheries and aquaculture resources, to maximize social and economic benefits, such as 

food and nutrition security, and jobs in the CRFM Member States. 

During the Eleventh Special Meeting, the Ministerial Council approved, by way of resolution, the Third 

CRFM Strategic Plan, 2022 – 2030. The Council directed the Caribbean Fisheries Forum (comprised of the 

Chief Fisheries Officers and Heads of Fisheries Departments in the 17 Member States), as well as the CRFM 

Secretariat and other partners to take appropriate action to develop and implement the programmes, 

plans and projects considered necessary to achieve the goals and objectives articulated in the Third CRFM 

Strategic Plan. The CRFM will collaborate closely with other stakeholders, regional and international 

development partners, and donors in implementing the CRFM Strategic Plan, which was prepared using a 

shorter, simpler, visually appealing, and illustrative format which is more user-friendly and suitable for 

wider dissemination to stakeholders and development partners. 

Furthermore, the Ministers underscored the need for 

the CRFM and its Member States to significantly 

enhance the mobilization of financial and technical 

resources to support accelerated blue economic 

growth, particularly in respect of the living marine 

resources and sustainable aquaculture in the CARICOM 

Region. In this regard, the Ministerial Council also 

approved the CRFM Resource Mobilization Strategy, 

to also span 2022 to 2030. 
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The Fisheries sector continues to provide a significant 
number of jobs, as well as earnings for Caribbean countries. 
(Photo: CRFM) 
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The Ministers stressed the importance of giving high priority to mobilizing the financial and other 

resources required to implement the approved regional and national policies, and the Strategic Plan for 

the period 2022 to 2030, to improve food security, livelihoods, and economic and social resilience—

especially considering the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change on the food systems 

and economies of Member States. 

The Council agreed that both the CRFM Strategic Plan and the Resource Mobilization Strategy should be 

reviewed and updated regularly over the 9-year period, to ensure that they remain relevant and 

responsive to the changing needs and realities in the Member States. 

Finally, the Ministers approved a White Paper to guide the further development and approval of the 

Model Fisheries Legislation for Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures for the CARICOM Region. The 

White Paper sets out the Council’s proposals and policy position concerning the CARICOM Model SPS 

Fisheries legislation. 

The legislation is comprised of the Draft Model Aquatic Animal Health Bill and the Draft Model Aquatic 

Food Safety Regulations, which are being developed with funding from the European Union. They are 

aimed at assuring safety and quality of fish and seafood available for domestic as well as export markets, 

in line with international standards, while improving the income of fishers and maximizing economic gains 

for the sector. 

--------- End of Release--------- 

NOTE: Access the following resources via our website: https://crfm.int/  or click the links below for direct 

access. 

• Third CRFM Strategic Plan, 2022 – 2030 

• CRFM Resource Mobilization Strategy, 2022-2030 

 

ABOUT THE CRFM: 
 
The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) was officially inaugurated on 
27 March 2003 in Belize City, Belize, where it is headquartered, following the signing 
of the “Agreement Establishing the CRFM” on 4 February 2002. It is an inter-
governmental organization whose mission is “to promote and facilitate the 
responsible utilization of the region's fisheries and other aquatic resources for the 
economic and social benefits of the current and future population of the region.”  

CRFM social media links: 
You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/TheCRFM 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CarFisheries  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/CaribFisheries 
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